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Carter to the U.S. Commission on Alco-
hol Fuels, where she served from 1979 
to 1981. 

I remember vividly Sharon bending 
my ear on ethanol. She once traveled 
to Washington—before she was on my 
staff—to advocate for increased eth-
anol production. I remember being late 
for a Capitol Hill press conference and 
Sharon literally dragging me by my 
shirtsleeves to make it on time. She 
was just like that—always on the 
move, always aggressive. 

A former State Chair for the Mon-
tana Democratic Party, Sharon was 
very politically active. And she was a 
familiar face in Helena during many 
state legislative sessions. 

Sharon joined my staff in Billings in 
1981. Back then, we didn’t have c-span, 
no e-mail, no Blackberry on Palm Pi-
lots. We didn’t even have computers in 
my State offices when Sharon first 
started. Only an old roll-paper fax or 
two. This made it challenging for our 
State operation. But they worked hard 
to stay in touch with Washington. 

Sharon served as my scheduler for 10 
years. And she was tenacious in mak-
ing sure I was on time, which is, as we 
all here in the Senate know, not an 
easy task—especially back then. 

I once did a work day—I work along-
side Montanans at least one day a 
month—at the Stillwater Mine in Co-
lumbus. I was having so much fun 
working in the mine, I didn’t want to 
leave. Sharon, afraid of nothing and 
against the caution of mine workers, 
came down into the mine shaft to get 
me to my next meeting.

She once called the kitchen of a res-
taurant in Choteau and told the dish-
washer to get me moving. 

Sharon helped organize the 1989 Mon-
tana Cattle Drive celebrating Mon-
tana’s bicentennial. Again, I was hav-
ing so much fun I stayed out on the 
drive for several days longer than I was 
supposed to. Sharon drove out to camp 
and took me to a pay phone to call my 
Washington staff. 

Sharon helped on my first Senate 
campaign, in 1978. She helped deliver 
Fergus County, which she later real-
ized was a lot harder than one might 
think. 

I appointed her my State director 
1993. In this role, she was a key advisor 
to me. She was a strong voice for Mon-
tana on agriculture, transportation, 
rural health and education, trade and 
natural resources. She fought for rural 
communities and Main Street busi-
nesses. 

She was a tireless advocate for farm-
ers and ranchers, helping to pass nu-
merous farm bills and helping pro-
ducers through the drought of the 
1980s. 

Whe organized the first of many 
trade trips to foreign countries. 

As State Director, Sharon took great 
pride in making sure our State oper-
ation ran smoothly and served Mon-
tanans well. She answered my toll free 
line for 22 years. That’s the 800 number 
Montanans use to get in touch with 

me. She was dedicated to case work. 
She personally helped thousands of 
Montanans. 

For many years I have counted on 
Sharon to educate us on the realities of 
living in rural areas. She insisted we 
apply good Montana common sense to 
everything we do. She believes strongly 
in protecting the Montana values of 
doing what’s right, common sense, 
faith, hard work, a strong connection 
to the land, and community. 

Her Montana roots run deep. Long 
ago, we tried to get Sharon to move to 
Washington. She stayed for two weeks 
and went home. Montana is her home. 
She loves our State. I doubt she’ll ever 
leave. Sharon’s a rancher. She’s a salt-
of-the earth Montanan. 

When I asked Sharon what the best 
part of the job was she said: ‘‘The abil-
ity to help people and make Montana 
an even better place.’’

She did both. 
I’ll miss her. My staff will miss her. 

The Senate will miss her. And most im-
portantly the State of Montana will 
miss her. 

She truly made ‘‘The Last Best 
Place’’ even better. For that, we are 
eternally grateful. And we wish her and 
Garde all the best.
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NOMINATION OF PAUL MICHAEL 
WARNER 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of the nomination of Paul M. 
Warner of Salt Lake City, who has 
been renominated by President Bush 
for the position of U.S. attorney for the 
District of Utah. 

Paul Warner has had a remarkable 
career in public service. After grad-
uating from the J. Reuben Clark Law 
School in 1976, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy Reserve Judge Advocate General 
Corps, where he served as both pros-
ecutor and defense counsel. From 1982 
to 1989, Mr. Warner served in the Utah 
Attorney General’s Office, where he did 
tremendous work on both civil and 
criminal matters. In 1983, he enlisted 
with the Utah Army National Guard, 
Judge Advocate Branch, where he has 
risen to the rank of colonel. Since 1989 
he has served in the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice for the District of Utah, where he 
has worked on both civil litigation and 
criminal prosecution. He became the 
U.S. Attorney for the District of Utah 
in 1998 and has served ably in that of-
fice ever since. 

I think it is important to have a ca-
reer prosecutor with the reputation 
and ability of Paul Warner to lead the 
Federal law enforcement effort in 
Utah. He is a man committed to the 
rule of law and has a proven track 
record on the problems that affect 
Utah, notably methamphetamine pro-
liferation and illegal reentry by crimi-
nal aliens. 

Paul Warner has been able to be so 
effective because he has developed a 
great working relationship with Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement 
personnel. I believe that without excep-

tion he is respected and trusted as a 
skillful prosecutor and an able admin-
istrator. 

Paul Warner has had several notable 
career achievements. Most notably he 
rose to the Olympic challenge of pre-
siding over one of the largest peace 
time mobilizations of law enforcement 
personnel in United States history. I 
can’t give him enough credit for facili-
tating the cooperation of Federal, 
State, and local law enforcement per-
sonnel that allowed the Salt Lake 
Olympic Games to run so smoothly. It 
was a tremendous undertaking, and the 
State of Utah, the United States of 
America, and the World Olympic Com-
munity owe a debt of gratitude to Paul 
Warner for negotiating the Herculean 
task of facilitating a safe environment 
that allowed the Salt Lake City Olym-
pic Games to be enjoyed by so many 
throughout the world. 

Paul Warner has also used his legal 
acumen and personal relationships to 
defuse several tense situations, includ-
ing the controversies surrounding the 
Federal land use policies affecting 
Utah and the imposition of background 
checks at the Salt Lake International 
Airport following the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks. 

Paul Warner has been honored on 
several occasions for his commitment 
to public service. He is the recipient of 
the United States Army Commenda-
tion Medal for meritorious service dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm for legal 
work done in mobilizing members of 
the Utah Army National Guard. He 
later received two oak leaf clusters for 
meritorious service as Staff Judge Ad-
vocate. Mr. Warner was given a Special 
Achievement Award from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice, and a Special 
Commendation from U.S. Attorney, 
District of Utah, for outstanding work 
as First Assistant U.S. Attorney. Fi-
nally, he has received the Community 
Relationship Award from the Salt Lake 
City branch of the NAACP. 

Paul Warner is a man of integrity 
and honesty. He is a great American 
who has spent his career in public serv-
ice. I can’t say enough about this hon-
orable and talented man. I have no 
doubt that he will continue to be an 
able U.S. attorney. He deserves a 
speedy confirmation by this committee 
and by the full Senate. I sincerely hope 
that my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting his renomination to be the 
United States Attorney for the District 
of Utah.

f 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
IN MEXICO 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on 
July 10, the Senate passed an amend-
ment to S. 925, the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, to authorize $100 
million for rural development pro-
grams in Mexico. This amendment au-
thorizes funding for programs to pro-
mote microcredit lending, to promote 
small business and entrepreneurial de-
velopment, to aid small farms im-
pacted by the collapse of coffee prices, 
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